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their kith and kin and their property), went to their
houses leaving him alone. Maanikkavaachakar
immediately went to the temple and prayed unto Lord
Somasundareswara.

61. CARRIED MUD FOR PANCAKES

The king directed his ministers to take steps to
control the flood in the Valgai The ministers announced
that each house-holder in the city should contribute
labour for strengthening the flooded bank in a portion
marked for him. Accordingly, a large number of labourers
gathered at the flooded site with baskets, spades and
other relevant articles, work proceeded apace and was
almost finished.

One of the householders was an old woman
called Vandhi. She had no dependants. She earned her
livelihood selling cakes made of rice flour. But she was a
great devotee of Lord Somasundareswara and she never
failed to mentally offer the cakes made by her to the Lord
before the commencement of the sales. She was in
search of a labourer to be sent as her representative.
The Lord begged her to give in advance the bits of the
cakes strewn about in the container saying that HE was
hungry and tired and if He ate those bits, HE would be
resuscitated and be able to do hard work. She gave Him
the bits and the Lord ate them with relish. Then, thanking
her for it, He proceeded to the site.

But He did not do any serious work. He would
carry sand in the basket and them empty the basket to
no purpose. Now and then, He was lying down. He also